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Preface 
On September 24, 1993, a devastating catastrophe ravaged across the town of Brig. Torrentia! 
preeipitation on the northern stope of the Simpton pass ted to disastrous fiooding of the Saitina river that 
quickty buried the center of Brig under piies of mud. Today, as we meet for the joint gathering of the 
intemationai Conference on Atpine Meteoroiogy (!CAM) and the yeahy meeting of the Mesoscaie Aipine 
Programme (MAP), Brig presents itseif again as a eozy mountain town in the midst of a beautifui 
mountainous scenery. The bridge over the Saitina river, where much of the damage started, has been 
repiaced by a sophisticated structure that wii) reduce damage in case such an event shoutd ever occur 
again. 
The Brig ftood was one of a few major Aipine fiooding events that had direct impücations on the 
intemationai research agenda. Many of its aspects have been investigated in great detait, and the 
torrentiai rains served as a Standard test for numericai modeis and forecasting toois (the intricate 
compiexity of the fiood stiii puzztes us today). in addition, the Brig ftood provided important motivation to 
unite the intemationai research Community behind a major research effort that cuiminated in the fietd 
phase of the Mesoscaie Aipine Programme MAP. As we are meeting this week, ten years after the Brig 
fiood and four years after the MAP fieid phase, we may took back with pride as much has been 
aecomptished, but atso with modesty as many of the mysteries are stitt unsotved. 
A number of peopte deserve speciat appreciation for dedicating a tot of time to this joint tCAM and MAP 
Conference. First of att we thank the representatives of our host town Brig: Mrs. V. Amherd, the mayor of 
Brig, and Mrs. G. Arnoid from Brig Tourismus, enthusiastteatty supported and arranged tocat organizing 
matters. The efforts of the members of the Organizing Committee and of the tntemationa! Programme 
Committee are gratefutiy acknowiedged. Speciai thanks go to Hans Hirter, who skittfutty prepared and 
reatized the registration database and the proceedings in an att-in-one concept. We are indebted to the 
assisting staff personnet and the many Student hetpers who provided support before and during the 
Conference. Finatty, the generous support of many Sponsors, of MeteoSwiss, and of the tnstitute for 
Atmospheric and Ctimate Science of ETH is greatty acknowtedged. 
Last but not teast, we wouid tike to thank the partieipants of the Conference. More than 200 abstracts 
were submitted, and we are sure that we wiii have a scientificaity highty attractive event. We wish 
everybody a fruitfui Conference and an exciting stay in the beautifui town of Brig and its surroundings! 

Peter Binder 
Chair Organizing Committee 
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