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Preface

On September 24, 1993, a devastating catastrophe ravaged across the town of Brig. Torrential
precipitation on the northern slope of the Simplon pass led to disastrous flooding of the Saltina river that
quickly buried the center of Brig under piles of mud. Today, as we meet for the joint gathering of the
International Conference on Alpine Metearology (ICAM) and the yearly meeting of the Mesoscale Alpine
Programme (MAP), Brig presents itself again as a cozy mountain town in the midst of a beautiful
mountainous scenery. The bridge over the Saltina river, where much of the damage started, has been
replaced by a sophisticated structure that will reduce damage in case such an event should ever occur
again.

The Brig flood was one of a few major Alpine flooding events that had direct implications on the
international research agenda. Many of its aspects have been investigated in great detail, and the
torrential rains served as a standard test for numerical models and forecasting tools (the intricate
complexity of the flood still puzzles us today). In addition, the Brig flood provided important motivation to
unite the international research community behind a major research effort that culminated in the field
phase of the Mesoscale Alpine Programme MAP. As we are meeting this week, ten years after the Brig
flood and four years after the MAP field phase, we may look back with pride as much has been
accomplished, but also with modesty as many of the mysteries are still unsolved.

A number of people deserve special appreciation for dedicating a lot of time to this joint ICAM and MAP
conference. First of all we thank the representatives of our host town Brig: Mrs. V. Amherd, the mayor of
Brig, and Mrs. G. Arnold from Brig Tourismus, enthusiastically supported and arranged local organizing
matters. The efforts of the members of the Organizing Committee and of the International Programme
Committee are gratefully acknowledged. Special thanks go to Hans Hirter, who skillfully prepared and
realized the registration database and the proceedings in an all-in-one concept. We are indebted to the
assisting staff personnel and the many student helpers who provided support before and during the
conference. Finally, the generous support of many sponsors, of MeteoSwiss, and of the Institute for
Atmospheric and Climate Science of ETH is greatly acknowledged.

Last but not least, we would like to thank the participants of the conference. More than 200 abstracts
were submitted, and we are sure that we will have a scientifically highly attractive event. We wish
everybody a fruitful conference and an exciting stay in the beautiful town of Brig and its surroundings!

Peter Binder Hans Richner
Chair Organizing Committee Co-chair Organizing Committee
MeteoSwiss Institute for Atmospheric and Climate Science ETH (IACETH)

Christoph Schéar
Chair International Programme Committee
Institute for Atmospheric and Climate Science ETH (IACETH)
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